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The Apple

The weekly news from Isaac Newton School, Grantham
Circulation: 420

Date: Friday 10™ May 2024

Dear Parents/Carer

At last the weather seems to be changing for the better after
months of rain, meaning that the children have been able to
get on the school field during break times and do more
outdoor learning. The PE staff are certainly much happier
too. Not sure if you are aware but Mr Doughty and Miss
Jones made a pact to wear shorts all throughout the year -
this will be much easier now!

Please remember that with this warmer weather, we need to
be mindful about sun damage. Children will need sun hats
and suncream to protect them. We will have regular shade
breaks during lunch and breaktime so the children are not
exposed to the sunshine for long periods.

Our fantastic year 6 children have their KS2 SATs next week
from Monday to Thursday. They have been working
exceptionally hard this year and we are really proud of them.
Please make sure that they arrive on time for school and try
to encourage them to get a good night’s sleep. There will be
a special breakfast club for them from 8.15am in the year 6
block.

We really want to know about your child’s out of school
achievements, please email the school office on
enquiries(@isaacnewton-cit.co.uk with information or send
their hard work into school, and we will celebrate this in our
next Newsletter which will be published on Friday 24"
May, on social media and during our Celebration
Assemblies!

Reminders

There are an increasing number of children wearing brightly
coloured trainers in school. We request that all pupils wear
sensible black school shoes as per our School Uniform
Expectations which can be found on the school website
(https://isaacnewton.eschools.co.uk/) under the Parents and
Uniform Expectations tab. Please also ensure that children
wear studs and not hoops or ‘dangly’ earrings.

A reminder that mobile phones must be handed in to the
school office on the way to class and collected at the end of
the day. Children who are found to have phones on their
person will have them confiscated, they will then need to be
collected by an adult from the school office. For further
details on this, please see our Behaviour Policy which can
be found on the school website.

Attendance

It is parents and carers responsibility to inform the school
office if their child(ren) are going to be absent from school.
Please do this by calling 01476 568616. In addition to this,
please ensure the children arrive in school by 9am. If they
are late, they miss out on valuable learning time. Both gates
open at 8.45 and classroom doors are open at 8.50am.

Below is a reminder of the impact of having below 90%
attendance. If this continues over a five-year period, this is
equivalent to half a school year’s worth of lost learning that

will result in significant gaps. Mr Richards and the
attendance team continue to work hard to support families,
offer advice and help get children back in school so they can
flourish.

Attendance by Class for the last two
weeks

How many classes are above 96%

Class 1 90% Class 8 95%
Class2  96% Class 9 96%
Class 3 95% Class 10 94%
Class 4 94% Class 11 93%
Class 5 95% Class 12 91%
Class 6 91% Class 13 94%
Class7 98% Class 14 95%

How Does School Attendance Affect a
Child’s Learning?

Useful link — Is my child too ill for
school?

The attached NHS link is a really
useful resource for parents/carers if
they are unsure whether to send their
child to school or mnot. https:/ .
www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-
ill-for-school/

"THIS MORNING,
HE HAD A
RUNNY NOSE...
BUTLOOK AT

HIM NOwW!"

Medical Appointments

Photocopies of medical letters or of
medical appointments are really useful and will mean that
these absences will be authorised. Thanks you for your
support with this.

Mr D. Milner
Headteacher




Year 3 Roman Day Parking

) . A polite reminder to all parents
On Monday 29th April, Partake Theatre joined Year 3 for a 1 drive their children to and

fun-filled day learning about the Roman Empire. We from school not to park at the gate
explored Roman artefacts to help us find out about Roman and block the entrance to school
life and sketched many of them. We also had the opportunity please. This causes considerable| |
to create mosaics, build a Roman arch and played a Roman disruption for local residents and 'a
version of noughts and crosses! In the afternoon we dressed 15 also a safety hazard for children and parents who are
up in Roman clothes and re-enacted a battle as Roman walking to school.

soldiers! We had a fantastic time! School Values
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We have continued to focus on our school value of Respect
this term and introduced another school value - Pride. This
has been discussed in assemblies, with the school council and
in class. Being respectful and responsible for their actions
will not only ensure that children are successful in school but
will also serve them well as adults in the workplace. This
week, we set the children a challenge of showing pride in
their work and being ready first time, every time.

OUR SCHOOL
VALUES

Rocksteady Assembly and Workshops Rﬂ

There is still time to book a place in one of STEADY
our school rock bands through Rocksteady.
If you copy and paste https:/
www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/ in your web browser or
search for Rocksteady to find out further details. Lessons will
start from Monday 20" May and will continue until the end
of the academic year. Don’t miss out!

Celebration Assembly

Winners from last Friday’s Celebration Assembly (03.05.24) and from today
(10.05.24) with their certificates.

Every Friday afternoon, we spend time celebrating all the successes from the week and present children with a
Headteacher’s Award. Staff choose one pupil from each class for a reason connected with our values (Respect, Pride,
Responsibility, Kindness and Resilience and for following our simple, but effective, school rules (Be Ready; Be Respectful
and Be Safe). All children are encouraged to listen carefully to the reasons for the award and they receive a certificate, a
sticker and a round of applause from the whole school. It is always a special occasion and enjoyed by all!




Gardening Club

Mrs Doughty’s Gardening Club have been incredibly busy
over the last few weeks. The children have shown real
dedication and worked so hard. They are hoping to make the
outdoor area in the middle of the school a really lovely place
for the children and staff to visit and relax during break times,
or to read quietly. What a fantastic idea!

Sweet Pea, Tepee and Welly boot planting!

Bug Hotel and Sweet potatoes

School Council update

Mrs McEvoy and
Mr  Milner met:
again  with  the
School Council last
week. The
fortnightly meetings
have been going =
really well. Each

week important
school related topics
are discussed with
the group, this is then shared with the rest of the class and
responses brought back to the meeting by the councillors. So
far, we have discussed and asked the following questions:

il

o What is good about being a pupil at Isaac Newton?

o What would children like to improve upon?

o Which charities would we like to support next
year?

. Which resources to purchase for Gardening Club?

o The best ways to celebrate learning and when

children make the right choices.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16™ May. There
will be more regular updates form the School Council in the
next newsletter.

Sports/PE Update

KS1 Cricket Festiva
8 children took
part in the KSI1
cricket festival at
Grantham Cricket
Club. They
completed a series
of fun skill-based
activities,
allowing them to practise their throwing, catching and
batting. The children had a wonderful time and were a real
pleasure to accompany at the event. Well done to everyone!!

Cross Country

Last week, we took a

group of Year 3 and

4 children to the

Grantham Cross

Country event. Each
child completed ali
course just under a
mile long, with some |
very tricky terrain
They ran  with
determination and
were a real credit to
Isaac Newton. For
some, this was th
first time they had §
represented our -
school. Well done to
everyone, Wwe ar
very proud of you!! &

We recently played a friendly football fixture against
Huntingtower School. 13 children, who took part in the Year
6 football club represented our school and were excited for
the opportunity. Each child played a half each, with some
super passing, defending and teamwork on show. Alfie and
Oscar scored goals with the final result a 2-1 win, in what
was a very even match. Well played to all the children, it was
wonderful to see you proudly representing Isaac Newton!




Work to be proud of
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Wonderful science work from Harmony all about blood
vessels. Lots of interesting facts and a beautiful diagram too!
Well done!

Another week of fabulous
English work from Alex. He
works exceptionally hard
and writes consistently well
all the time. He truly lives
and breathes our school
values! Difficult to believe
that he is only in year 1!
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A fantastic biography by Jaxon all
about Isaac Newton. There is

factual information about his early
life, his education and his
achievements. Well done Jaxon you
have worked really hard on this!

Lucas from Class 3 has
shown real determination
and resilience with his
English work this week.
There has been a dramatic
improvement with his work
and in particular, his
handwriting! Well done

Reuben did some tricky
maths during  provision.
Well done and Xia created a
brilliant copy of Stitch out of
plasticene. Well done!




Work to be proud of

— Phenomenal arithmetic work from Dylan who
Fabulous pictures of a caterpillar and a cocoon. Really well scored 40 out of 40 on a practice maths paper.

coloured, Iyla took her time and the presentation is excellent. Year 1 His last three scores have been 21, 33 and then
have some budding young artists! 40. An amazing achievement and just in time for
= — SATs. Well done!

Beautiful sketches from Nettie of plants and flowers copied from books in the

classroom and from memory. Clearly a talented artist, Nettie really enjoys drawing!

Well done! Amazing  use escriptive
language by CJ in English this
week. He was really proud of his
work and desperate to show it off.
Well done CJ, keep up the hard
work!

Outstanding reading
comprehension work  from
Amelia with her practice KS1
SATs. She scored full marks on
Reading Papers 1 and 2. This is a
sensational achievement. Well Ruchi and Kripa created an amazing model in provision with a waterfall and a bridge.
done for showing all our school They really took their time and produced a fantastic final outcome. Well done!

values!




Work to be proud of from home

A wonderfully funny and entertaining narrative about a food invasion where . .

Yorkshire puddings attack the Water Kingdom and much, much more. A Amazing poem written by
great read for any KS2 child! Well done to Filip and Leyton from Class 11. Bailey-Rae who is in Class
3. This homework was only
handed out on Monday and
she brought it back in on
Tuesday. Well done, such

dedication!
Dates For Your Diary:
Week
Commencing KS2 SATs Week
13th May
23rd May YEEF.I‘ 5/6 Cricket
ournament
24th May End of Term
3rd June Start of Term 6
Patrick has been working hard An  amazing, realistic  3-D Week
on maths at home. He has being picture  of two  beautiful Commencing Bikeability Week
doing some tricky addition flowers as part of her science 3rd June
calculations. Well done Patrick! work. Well done Eva-Leigh.
Also well done to Rebecca who
. has created a fabulous seaside 4th June Great Wood Farm (Year
i poem. Wonderful handwriting 2)
and vert creative. Plus, a .
delicious looking strawberry 10th June Year 5 Burleigh House
milkshake! Great work from .. .
Class 3. 11th June Mini Olympics
25th June KS2 Sports Day @ Meres
KS1 Sports Day
Sth July (on school field)
10th July Violin Concert
15th July Reports sent home
19th July End of Term 6
INSET Days
2nd & 3rd y
n : (School closed to all
September upils)
Crocodile habitat. CJ explained pup
really clearly what a crocodile
needs to live successfully. Well 4th September Start of term for the New
done, really interesting Academic Year

conversation.




Out of school achievement
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Congratulations to Daryl from Year 5 who represented Kesteven Rugby Club in a
Tournament which was held at Stamford Rugby Club on Sunday 28" April. The team did

really well by winning four of their five games. Well done Daryl and the rest of the team!

Daryl not only received a participation medal from his rugby team Kesteven, but also
won the Bill Berridge Rugby Values Trophy for his resilience and determination to
improve and succeed. Well done!

Henri took part in the Under 7’s Tag Rugby Festival at Stamford Rugby Club on
Sunday 5™ May. He’s really proud of the medal he received and so are we! Well done
Henvri, a brilliant achievement!




Safeguarding Update

This week’s online safety guide is a summary of the recent media use and attitudes survey focused on school age children.
Plus an overview of what parents and carers need to know about an online game, Helldivers 2 which is aimed at young
people over the age of 18.

What Parents & Educators Can Learn from the

OFCOM MEDIA REPORT 2024

Each year, Ofcom - the UK's regulatory body for communications - produces an overview of children and parents’ media experiences
over the course of the previous year. At the time of writing, the latest of these reports, 'Children and parents: media use and attitudes
2024 has Just been published, and we've plucked out some of its most thought-provoking findings regarding online salaty.
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ONLINE GAMING I
CONCERNS
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Al The MHotional College. our WakelUpWednesday gubdes empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills 1o be able o have informed and oge-appropriate
conversations with children about enline salely, mental health ond wellbeing, ond climate change. Formerly delivered by National Onkne Salely, these guides now oddress wider Llopics and themes.
For Turther guides, hints and lips, pleose visit nationalcollege. com

: "Wh t'Parents & Educators Need to Know about

'HELLDIVERS 2}

Within weeks of release, Helldivers 2 had become ona of 24:'24 s biggest gaming success
stories. The sequel to o top-down shooter from 2015 hos smashed soles expectations, owlrvg
to its frantic gameplay and tongue-in-cheek humour. However, the goma comes with
saveral risks tu younger players, as indicated hf its 18+ rating. »

PEGI 18 RATING ' Fnusmﬁmnu Tmessﬂ \

Dus to its intensa violancs and tha mmwmwm1mhn
dangerous mission in ene piece is integral to
mhwmmlmﬂﬁmw
of achi t, the garmae Includes soma vary
ditficult lavels that could prove to ba too hard for
soma players - even those who ore
oid enough to play. Losing strealks con bo
incredibly annoying, so repeatedty failing in
sasily provoke

bugs and robots, thair characters can be killed
in various gruesome ways, up to and including
dismemboermaent. it's certainly worth
considering whether such a game ks
appropriate for younger players.

PR
IN-GAME PURCHASES @

In Helldivers 2, players can use real maney to

LACK OF ACCESS

bury in-game currancy, with which thay can
unlock cosmatics and new weapons, At the time
of writing, all tha in-game items can be
acquirad without speanding so much as a panny
- but excited young players wanting to keep up
with their friands may still fesl the temptation ta

Tho game is available on PC ond PS5,

but not (as yet) on other consoles. Some people
© will naturalty be can't

T

to play on thair own conscle - alternatives

\  which may contain similor levels of violance and
gore but lock the same balanced approoch to
¥, usermisconduct and in-gome purchases as

VOICE CHAT AND
MESSAGING

Halldivers 2 is abways ployed online with others,

friends will be put in contact with strangers.
Unfortunataly, this represents a rodl of the dice,
@4 thia GO can't contral how people treat aach
ather onlina. Howavar, you can easily report
ather players for abusive bebaviour viathe
gama's “Social” tak,
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cousmEn ALTERNATIVES &)

I playing on Xbox - whare Halldivers 2 isn't available -
consider somathing like Halo: The Master Chial
Collection as onalternative. One of its game modes -
Firafight - roplicates Halldivers” maechanics 1o soma
degrea. Alternatively, younger players may ba better
suited to the more light-hearted Deep Rock Galoctic,
which saes tham play o3 fantasy dwarnes in space,
Invelving tat less grussamae vialence,

MONITOR COMMUNICATION & ADJUST SETTINGS Q

GIVEITA GO FlRST

Haolidivars 2 is o third-person shooter withinhnﬂundly
humatous elamants, but much of its comady is roated in
satire which may go ower the heads of somae players
Considar playing the gama first yourself - while
shooting bugs and robots feals too unrealistic to be

| upsatting, seeing your character get tom to pleces may
b too much for young players.

SET EXPECTATIONS ¢ @

At tha timae of writing, Helldivers 2 costs £34.98. it could
turn out to ba an expensive and wasteful purchase if @
player gats irritated and gives up shortly atter receiving
the gama. If 0 young parson tends to becomae frustrated
easily, it's worth considering whether Holldivers 2 is

really the gama for tham.,

=

KEEP AN EYE ON PAYMENTS

Mary tithes olfer in-game purchases, but Helldivers 2's are comparatively cheap.
vou'll still need to monitor your payment information (or use a prepaid card on the
account), in case your child buys tha in-gama currency In bulk; on the whals,
however, the gomae's selling methods are for less egregious than most similor titles
on the market.

Thonks to o in= ~gama “Fing" systam {dln\mng pluy-n o hlghlbghl: hnp-ou'lnnl

details without speaking), communication lsn't as integrai to Helidivers 2 as it is
in other games. You can turm off the chot options in-game on PC, or on the PS5

own sattings, and feel more securas in the knowledga that your child won't ba
speaking to people they don't know.

Meet Qur Expert
Lioyd Coombas is tha Editar in Chia! of GORecon, and has baen woarking in e

tha gamas madia industry for five yaars. As well as baing an avid lang-tima k’ .‘ dnesd

gamar, hae isalsoo parent and therefore understands the importonce of
online sofety, Writing mainly aobout tech and fitness, his work has been
publizhed on sites Including KGM, TachRadar and many mMane.
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